YONKERS SCHOOLS PRESENTATION 
MODEL FROM SPRING 2016
[Points where pictures are to be shown are indicated in bold]

[FIRST PRESENTER]

Good morning.  My name is  ……….   [ Either second presenter also introduces him/herself or first presenter introduces him/her ]

We’ve come today to talk about the United Nations and later we’ll ask you to draw some pictures.  We’ll tell you about the drawings in a few minutes.

First, how many of you have heard of the United Nations?  It’s in New York City, and here is a picture of what it looks like.  Some of you may have seen it.  Does anyone know what the United Nations is?

Who can tell me what the word “nation” means”?  [Write on board if possible]  And what is the meaning of “united”?   So the name means countries coming together.  For what purpose?  To talk to each other, to try to keep peace.

Back when your grandparents, or maybe your great-grandparents, were young, there was a big war called World War II.  Many countries of the world were fighting each other, millions of people died and millions more were hurt and had their lives damaged.  People didn’t have enough food to eat, they sometimes got sick or lost their homes, and it was a terrible time.  When it was over, these same countries thought about how to keep war from happening again.  And what they created was the United Nations, where ALL COUNTRIES of the world could sit down and talk about problems and try to find solutions so they wouldn’t fight with each other.  It doesn’t always work, but many times it does, and without the United Nations there would certainly have been many more wars over the past 67 years. 

[SECOND PRESENTER – Showing picture board]

How many countries do you think there are in the United Nations?  Can anyone guess?  [take several ideas but not too many]  There are now 193 countries that belong to the United Nations. [Number may be updated] Some are large and rich and some are very small and some are poor.  BUT THEY ALL GET TO BE HEARD AND RESPECTED when they come to the United Nations.  Here is a picture of ambassadors from all the countries meeting together.  [picture of General Assembly] With 192 countries, they need someone in charge.  (Who is in charge of your school?)  The person in charge of the United Nations is called a Secretary-General, and his (or her) main job is to help countries work for peace.  Right now the Secretary-General is Ban Ki-moon, from South Korea [show picture] but he or she can be from any country in the world.  The members elect a new Secretary-General every 5 years, and the last one was from Ghana, which is in Africa.  Who can tell me who Ban Ki Moon is with in this picture?  [You will get the answer, President Obama, easily].

With so many countries at the United Nations, how do you suppose they all manage to talk to each other?  [Allow answers directing them to the concept of translators.] There are six official languages, and everyone has to choose one of them to speak and listen in.  [point to languages on top of board]  Can anyone tell me what languages these are?  [Allow some discussion of the word ‘welcome’ in the 6 languages.  (Reading right to left: French, English, Russian, Arabic, Spanish, Chinese.  Suggestion:  start with English, then Spanish, which they know, then French, which some may know.  Save Russian for last, as it is the least likely to be recognized.]   When a representative is speaking in one language, you can put on little earphones and hear what he is saying translated to the language you understand.  [Give example if you like]

And these are the flags of all the countries. . . [let them look but not get into specific countries; they can do this later, when we will give them a poster of all the flags] … and this is the United Nations flag.  Do you know what is in the center?  [globe; the world]  And there is an olive branch around it.  Who knows what that is a symbol of?  [peace.]  We have brought a small United Nations flag for you to keep in your class.  [Show flag you have brought]

We also have a poster showing the flags of all the member countries in the United Nations, and this is a gift we’re giving to your class to keep.

[FIRST PRESENTER]

How many of you have parents or grandparents who came to the United States from another country, or maybe you came from another country?  Which country?  [Let as many children answer as want to.]  This class is like a small United Nations, with people from so many different places!  All those countries’ flags are here, and they are all members of the United Nations.

Can you think of some reasons why war is bad for people?  [Let them give whatever answers they can]  [Talking points:  they may get killed; people will be afraid to go about their normal lives; if there is war going on in the countryside, farmers can’t grow their crops; if there is fighting, people can’t get food, so they may go hungry; if people are afraid of being killed by the fighting, they may leave their homes and hide, without enough food or water; they may get sick or even die from diseases.  Do you think people sleep well when there is war?  Can they go to school?  Are they healthy?]  

I’d like you to look at this picture [show picture on blue board of little girl with burned building] and tell me what you think might have happened to her.  [Talking points:  she may have been in a war, her house has been burned, she may have no place to live, she may have lost her family.]   People like her who have lost their homes or have to run away because of war are called refugees.  (Have you ever heard of refugees?)  [Write word on the board, if possible. It may be useful to distinguish between refugees and homeless] 

Now if you were a refugee, living far from home, what things would you need?  [Let them come up with as many as they can - shelter, food, water, clothes, medicine].  This is an important thing the United Nations does, to help refugees by giving them shelter, food and water, and bringing doctors to them.   

[SECOND PRESENTER]

[Point to second picture on blue board]  Here is a picture about some other children.  [Let them take a close look.]  What do you think they are doing? [Talking points:  they are carrying water to their homes in containers.  That is all the water they will have to use at home.  Millions of children can only find dirty water to take home, but these children are lucky, because at least they got clean water from a faucet to fill their containers. Can you live without water?  If your water is dirty, you may get sick or die from it.  The United Nations helps bring clean water to places that need it. ] 

So now you know three things the United Nations does [ask students to remember]:  makes peace, helps refugees and provides clean water.  It does other things too. [Take suggestions about other things IF the students are still showing interest.  Mention food, medicine and schools.] 

How many of you have seen fights in school, or in your neighborhood?  Do we need peace here too?  What happens if children are fighting on the playground, or if someone wants to pick a fight with you?  When people keep fighting, when does it end?  How can you keep from fighting?  [Let them talk about this.  They will come up with plenty of ideas. Talking points:  someone separates the ones that are fighting; they may get them to sit down and talk to each other and work out the problem.  Do you think if people can talk to each other about the problem, maybe they wouldn’t have to fight?  Main emphasis:  there are choices you can make other than fighting.]  

If you try all these ways to stop a fight, sometimes it works.  Does it always work?  [They will probably say no.]  A lot of times you can solve the problem, but as we know, sometimes you can’t.  And it’s the same way for the United Nations.  They don’t always succeed in stopping wars, but they still need to try.  Here you see a United Nations peacekeeper [point to picture] who is there to help these children feel safe.

[FIRST PRESENTER]

Now we’re going to pass out some paper and crayons, and we would like you each to think about some of the things we have talked about and make a drawing about it.  What would peace look like to you?  It could be about making a peaceful world.  Or it could be about helping people who have lost their homes or have no food.  Or you could show how people you know can live together and be peaceful.  Maybe on the playground.  Take a minute to think about any of these things and choose what you would like to draw.  

[If the class is not sure how to proceed, you can “brainstorm” with the children for a couple of minutes – review some main points - to get them thinking about subjects for their drawings, but this may not be necessary.]

Afterwards you can take it home to show your family and tell them what we talked about.  

You may have until  [35-40 minutes later] to work on your pictures.   You may ask questions if you want to as you go along. 

[It is helpful for the children to put their first name and last name initial in the top front corner or the back of the drawing.  When the time is coming to an end, give notice that they have 5 minutes more.  You might consult with the teacher about how much more time they might need, and you can be flexible if there is time.]
Suggestion:  if there is time and enough order in the class, it is interesting for the children to see each other’s drawings.  If it works out, ask each child to show his/hers and explain what it is about.  The teacher is a good guide as to how it will work best in her class.
 [EITHER PRESENTER]:  

We’ve enjoyed getting to know you, and thank you for making these beautiful drawings. (Goodbye!) 
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