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Nominees for the Board of Directors, 2023-2025

The Nominating Committee, chaired by Dr. Brenda L.G. Smith, nominated the following
persons to fill vacancies coming up on the board of Directors.

OFFICER NOMINEES

Demetrios Mihailidis, as First Vice-President and Education
Committee Co-chair, for a two-year term expiring in 2025. Mr.
M, as he is known, is a retired educator. He taught in the
Bronx, Mount Vernon, and as an Adjunct Instructor for the
SUPA Program at Syracuse University, NY, from 1988-2021.
As an educator he feels his major accomplishment is
establishing the United Nations Club 33 years ago, that has
inspired and sparked the interest of many students in global
affairs and enabled them to become future ambassadors in
this global society. In the past he served on the Executive PTA
Sports Committee at the UN International School. Currently,
he serves as the Vice-President and Co-Chair of the
Education Committee for UNA-Westchester, Vice-President of
the Executive Board for the Parent Council at Hofstra
University and Education Chair of the Mount Vernon Youth
Bureau Board. Mr. M has received the Champion of Human
Rights Award from the Westchester County Human Rights
Commission, the High School Teacher of the Year Award and
many more. In addition, he was the Co-founder and Vice-
President of the non-profit “Work2Workout” program,
established to help at-risk students stay in school. He has
published articles for NYU and the Africa Report Magazine
and has been cited in others for his research contributions.
He has traveled extensively and was involved in UN-related
projects in West Africa and South Korea. He grew up in
Washington Heights, NYC, with his parents, who were Greek
immigrants from Asia Minor. He graduated from New York
University with a B.A. and M.A. in History. He plans to continue
his work in the field of human rights, and most importantly
spend time with his family.
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Lilli Schindler, as Second Vice-President, to remain in her position for a
one-year term which will expire in 2024. Lilli has worked for the United
Nations in the Department of Public Information (now the Department
for Global Communications, DGC) for the past 27 years. She is currently
Chief of Group Programmes and Public Inquiries, Visitors Services
Section, Outreach Division, DGC. Previously, she worked in the Non-
Governmental Organization (NGO) Section of DPI. She began her
career in the Office of the Spokesman for the Secretary-General. Having
grown up in Westchester, she comes from a UN family, as her father, a
Brazilian national, and her mother, a Dutch national, both worked for the
organization from its inception. She holds a B.A. in International
Relations from Brown University and an M.A. from the Columbia
University School of International and Public Affairs (SIPA) She has
three children.

DIRECTOR NOMINEES

Dan Bena, Director, member of Program and Communications
Committees for a two-year term expiring 2025. Dan Bena founded his
Corporate Purpose and ESG consultancy after a long career with
PepsiCo, where he served in leadership roles as Corporate Water
Steward, Head of Sustainable Development, Food Safety and Quality
specialist, and Head of the company’s first-ever corporate function for
Occupational Health and Safety. He is Senior Consultant for Antea
Group USA, and Chair of their Strategic Advisory Board, Advisor to
Grimley Capital, Honorary Professor for Glasgow Caledonian University,
and Board Trustee of its New York College. Bena advocates for the
power of the private sector as a force for good in society. He was
recently Senior Advisor to Paul Newman’s charity, Safe Water Network,
and serves/has served on the Water Leadership Group of the World
Business Council for Sustainable Development (WBCSD); Steering
Board of World Bank’s 2030 Water Resources Group; Steering
Committee of the United Nations CEO Water Mandate; the Global
Agenda Council on Water Security of the World Economic Forum; US
Water Alliance; and Creative Visions Foundation, a non-profit whose
signature program, Creative Changemakers, engages middle and high
school students from over 70 countries in the UN Universal Declaration
of Human Rights (UDHR). He received the Light Up the Night Award for
youth advocacy and engagement, was honored to have October 24th
2014 proclaimed “Dan Bena Day” in New York State; and was named a
“Global Goals Local Leader” by the UN Association.




DIRECTOR NOMINEES (CONTINUED)

Raina Kadavil, Director, Communications Chair and Young
Professionals Co-Chair for a two-year term expiring 2025. Raina is a
dedicated lover of service work, writing and travel. She is a Senior
Analyst in Strategic Growth at Mastercard and an MBA student at Johns
Hopkins University in International Relations. She is Philanthropy Chair
of the Women’s Leadership Network at Mastercard and Chief Executive
Officer of Urban Refuge, a nonprofit that maps aid for refugees and
immigrants. She is the author of a novel called “The Voice of Thunder.”

Raina led her first community organization, Global Ambassadors, at the
age of ten and engages young people with the Sustainable
Development Goals. She founded the Boston University chapter of
UNA-USA and was Editor-in-Chief of BU’s foreign affairs journal. Her
research includes an award-winning study on the impact of climate
change on horseshoe crab migration. She has addressed audiences
across the U.S., China and at the UN General Assembly Hall. Raina has
been recognized for her work by the Coca-Cola Foundation, Zonta
International, the Walt Disney Company, and more. She has worked all
over the world from London to Beijing to Sydney. In her free time, you
can find her lost in a good book or on a new hiking trail.

Ambassador Francis Okelo, Director, member of Program and
Advocacy Committees, for a two-year term expiring 2025. He was
born in Uganda and had a distinguished career serving the United
Nations in countries around the world, including as Deputy United
Nations Special Coordinator for the Middle East Peace Process; the
Secretary-General’'s Special Envoy to Sierra Leone and earlier to
Afghanistan. Prior to his positions at the UN, he served as Uganda’s
Ambassador to the European Union and concurrently to Belgium, the
Netherlands, and Luxembourg, and later to Kenya. Ambassador
Okelo is now retired and resides in New Rochelle where he continues
to be active in a number of charity and volunteer causes in the
community. He is a Paul Harris Fellow and served as President of the
New Rochelle Rotary Club in 2018-2019. He is also Vice President of
the Board of Trustees of the Westchester Library System,
representing New Rochelle. Ambassador Okelo holds an honors
degree in economics, history and philosophy, from the then University
of East Africa in Makerere, Uganda; and a postgraduate Diploma in
Diplomacy and International Relations. He is married to Maliam Abe,
and they have four children and five grandchildren.
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