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MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT
Dear Friends, 
 

“Alone we can do so little; together we can do so much.”
— Helen Keller

These words remind us of the power of collective action and
global cooperation. Many challenges we face stem from
aggressive actions by nations that disregard international law and
treaties. At the United Nations Association of the USA, we remain
committed to the principles of the United Nations and
international law in addressing wars of aggression, climate crises,
humanitarian emergencies, and global pandemics.

Now more than ever, we need multilateral solutions, strong
cooperation, secure alliances, and community engagement. We
are deeply interconnected—and with that comes a shared
responsibility to uphold justice, equality, and peace. As President
of the UNA-USA Westchester Chapter, I am proud to be part of a
global network that believes in the power of collective action to
shape a better future.

I am pleased to present the Annual Report of UNA-Westchester
for May 2025 through April 2026. We have achieved a great deal
through public outreach events and educational programs.

My deepest appreciation goes to the UNA-Westchester Board of
Directors, many of whom have just completed their first year.
They have shown creativity, initiative, and commitment to creating
opportunities for learning, connection, and leadership.

If you’ve been thinking about getting involved, now is the perfect
time. We welcome your voice, your ideas, and your energy.
Please reach out to me at mmbrewster.unausa@gmail.com or
contact our chapter at unawestchester@gmail.com.

Finally, join us on May 3rd at Manhattanville University’s Reid
Castle for our Earth Day and Annual Meeting. It will be a
wonderful opportunity to reflect on our progress and take action
toward a more just and sustainable world.
Thank you for your continued support of our mission and our
chapter.

With hope and gratitude,
 Marcia Brewster
 President, UNA-USA Westchester Chapter
www.unawestchester.org
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Contacting political leaders to encourage support for full payment of U.S.
obligations for UN Regular Budget and Peacekeeping. Our Advocacy leads and
members of the board contact Congressional Representatives to encourage them
to vote in favor of full funding for the UN. In general, the two New York Senators
and our Representatives in Congress do vote in favor of paying U.S. arrears to
the UN. Our Advocacy Committee encourages all our members to write to their
representatives and show their support for the UN and its agencies.

Engaging local leadership across the County. The Advocacy Chairs invited
elected officials at the federal, state, and local levels, including mayors and
council members to all public events sponsored by the UNA-USA Westchester
Chapter. These engaged officials attend our events and also provide
proclamations and certificates to speakers and honorees. We follow up with
thanks and share event details and photos on the Website and social media, as
well as in local newspapers. National, State and County level officials turned out
in force to celebrate UN Day in October, honoring our outstanding speakers,
honorees and youth panelists. We are very grateful for the support of U.S.
Representative George Latimer, State Senate Majority Leader Andrea Stewart-
Cousins, Senator Shelley Mayer, Assembly members MaryJane Shimsky and
Nader Sayegh, County Executive Ken Jenkins and many others who have graced
our programs and demonstrated support for the United Nations and its
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). We inform the public of the ways in
which local activists are implementing one or more of the SDGs at our public
events in Westchester County.

ADVOCACY COMMITTEE
Rosemary Uzzo, Co-Chair, Andy Laub, Co-chair

Marcia and Rosemary with Representative
George Latimer & Yonkers City Council

President Lakisha Collins-Bellamy
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Marcia Brewster receiving proclamation 
from state senators, Andrea Stewart-Cousins

& Shelly Mayer (with assembly member
Maryjane Shimsky) 



ADVOCACY COMMITTEE
Rosemary Uzzo, Co-Chair, Andy Laub, Co-chair (continued)
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One of our signature events was the Women’s Empowerment Summit, held in
collaboration with Mercy University in late February for International Women’s
Day. The event was highly successful and well attended. Thanks to outreach by
the advocacy team, the summit featured strong participation, with association
members sharing their personal stories and highlighting how UNA-Westchester
helps shape a better future for women and girls.
We look forward to welcoming and engaging our local elected officials at our
Annual Meeting and Earth Day event at Manhattanville University on May 3.

•

•

UNA Representation on the Foreign Affairs Task Force. Our U.S. Congressional
Representative George Latimer has appointed Advocacy Co-Chair Andy Laub to
his Foreign Affairs and Military Affairs Task Force. We feel that it is extremely
important to have a member of our Board serving with this group and keeping
our representative informed of issues related to the United Nations.

Attending sessions at the United Nations. In addition to engaging elected
representatives, the general public, and chapter members here in Westchester,
President Marcia Brewster and other board members have attended a number of
meetings and conferences at the United Nations, which keep us abreast of
positive global initiatives at the UN. Several of us participated at International
Women’s Day and the Commission on the Status of Women (CSW) in March.
During CSW, the World Water Development Report on Gender and Water was
launched. As a former UN staff working on these issues, our President made sure
to attend and to inform other members of the UNA-USA during a seminar on
World Water Day held on 23 March.

Women’s Empowement Summit planning committee



• Published quarterly issues of The Global Connection featuring
UNA Westchester’s events, Digital Media Contest, UN updates
and personal reflections from key Board members.
Onboarded a Comms intern to post relevant updates from the
United Nations to the UNA Westchester Instagram and
Facebook pages, in order to keep members informed.
Continued to update and improve the chapter website,
unawestchester.org.
Utilized Instagram, Facebook, Constant Contact and Weebly to
advertise events hosted by the chapter including International
Women’s Day, Earth Day and UN Day, and support the Program
Committee in ensuring high attendance.
Engaged members and event attendees using Zoom and
Eventbrite. 
Supported the Education Committee in advertising their Digital
Media contest and supported the Young Professionals in
advertising their membership.

COMMUNICATIONS COMMITTEE
Raina Kadavil, Chair, with volunteers Marika Adam & Ivy Mininger

•

•

•

•
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7KH�3URJUDP�&RPPLWWHH�UHPDLQHG�WKH�PRVW�DFWLYH�DQG�GHGLFDWHG�WR�VKRZFDVLQJ
WKH� SULRULWLHV� RI� 8QLWHG� 1DWLRQV� ZRUN�� LQFOXGLQJ� WKH� 6XVWDLQDEOH� 'HYHORSPHQW
*RDOV��WKURXJK�SXEOLF�RXWUHDFK�HYHQWV��ERWK�YLUWXDOO\�DQG�LQ�SHUVRQ��7KH�WKUHH�FR�
FKDLUV�ZHUH�VXSSRUWHG�E\� OHDGV� IRU�GLIIHUHQW�HYHQWV�� LQFOXGLQJ�0DUFLD�%UHZVWHU�
3DXO�3UHVHQGLHX�DQG�-RVH�1XQH]��
81$� SURJUDPV� JHQHUDOO\� IHDWXUH� NH\QRWHV� RQ� JOREDO� LVVXHV� E\� LQWHUQDWLRQDO
VSHDNHUV� DQG� VSRWOLJKWV� RQ� ORFDO� SUDFWLWLRQHUV� ZKR� DUH� LPSOHPHQWLQJ� WKRVH
SULRULWLHV�DW�WKH�ORFDO�OHYHO��:H�W\SLFDOO\�KRVW�IRXU�WR�ILYH�SXEOLF�HYHQWV�SHU�\HDU�

352*5$0�&200,77((
&ROOHHQ�*DUGHSKH��&RQQLH�+DLUVWRQ��0LFKHOH�6KLYHUV��&R�&KDLUV

�

(DUWK� 'D\� DQG� $QQXDO� 0HHWLQJ�� �� 0D\� ������ q3URWHFWLQJ� WKH� (QYLURQPHQW� IRU
+HDOWKLHU�&RPPXQLWLHVr�ZDV�KHOG�DW�WKH�*ULQWRQ�,�:LOO�/LEUDU\�LQ�<RQNHUV�DQG�ZDV
RUJDQL]HG� E\� 3DXO� 3UHVHQGLHX� DQG� 0DUFLD� %UHZVWHU�� ,W� IHDWXUHG� DQ� H[FHOOHQW
LQWHUQDWLRQDO� VSHDNHU�� 9DOHQWLQD� %XM� RI� 81,&()�� DQG� D� G\QDPLF� SDQHO� RI� ORFDO
FOLPDWH� OHDGHUV�� 2GHG� +RO]LQJHU�� ([HFXWLYH� 'LUHFWRU� RI� *URXQGZRUN� +XGVRQ
9DOOH\��3DPHOD�6WHZDUW�0DUWLQH]�RI�:(�$&7�IRU�(QYLURQPHQWDO�-XVWLFH��DQG�6DUDK
:LOVRQ��3UHVLGHQW�RI� WKH�6LHUUD�&OXE�/RZHU�+XGVRQ�*URXS��7KH�GLVFXVVLRQ�ZDV
YHU\� LQVSLULQJ� IRU� WKH� DXGLHQFH�� HVSHFLDOO\� WKH� VWXGHQWV� ZKR� ZHUH� DOUHDG\
LQYROYHG� LQ� FOLPDWH� DFWLRQ�� 7KH� HYHQW� KRQRUHG�RXWVWDQGLQJ�:HVWFKHVWHU� FOLPDWH
OHDGHUV� DQG� FHOHEUDWHG� VWXGHQW� DZDUG� ZLQQHUV� IURP� WKH� 1DWLRQDO� 0RGHO� 81
&RQIHUHQFH��'XULQJ�WKH�DQQXDO�PHHWLQJ�SRUWLRQ��
3UHVLGHQW� 0DUFLD� %UHZVWHU� SUHVHQWHG� WKH
&KDSWHUpV� DFWLYLWLHV� RYHU� WKH� SDVW� \HDU�� DQG
3DXO� 3UHVHQGLHX�� &KDLU� RI� WKH� (DUWK� 'D\
SURJUDP��ZHOFRPHG�RXU�QHZO\�HOHFWHG�ERDUG�RI
GLUHFWRUV�� 7KH� QHWZRUNLQJ� UHFHSWLRQ� SURYLGHG
DQ�RSSRUWXQLW\�IRU�SDUWLFLSDQWV�WR�PHHW�RXU�QHZ
ERDUG� DQG� WDON� ZLWK� WKH� VSHDNHUV� DQG� ORFDO
HQYLURQPHQW�RULHQWHG�RUJDQL]DWLRQV�

(DUWK�'D\��93�3DXO�3UHVHQGLHX�
+RQRUHH�0DUORQ�0ROLQD�	�93
'HPHWULRV�0LKDLOLGLV��0U��0�

,QWHUQDWLRQDO� 'D\� RI� WKH� *LUO�� ��� 2FWREHU�� 81$�:HVWFKHVWHU� ZDV� RQH� RI� WKH
SDUWQHUV� ZKR� SODQQHG� DQG� RUJDQL]HG� DQ� DPD]LQJ� HYHQW� IRU� PLGGOH� DQG� KLJK
VFKRRO�JLUOV�DW�0DQKDWWDQYLOOH�8QLYHUVLW\��0DUFLD�%UHZVWHU��$OLVRQ�&KULVWPDV�DQG
&��0LFKHOH�6KLYHUV�SUHVLGHG�DW�RXU�81�LQIRUPDWLRQ�WDEOH��ZKLFK�DWWUDFWHG�D�ORW�RI
LQWHUHVW��DQG�RXU�&RPPXQLFDWLRQV�&KDLU��5DLQD�.DGDYLO��OHG�RQH�RI�WKH�ZRUNVKRSV�

8QLWHG�1DWLRQV�'D\��������2FWREHU��81�'D\� LQ�:HVWFKHVWHU�&RXQW\�EHJDQ�ZLWK
WKH�FHUHPRQLDO�UDLVLQJ�RI�WKH�81�IODJ�LQ�WKH�&LW\�RI�:KLWH�3ODLQV�DQG�WKH�9LOODJH�RI
+DVWLQJV�RQ�+XGVRQ�ZLWK�SURFODPDWLRQV�IURP�ERWK�PD\RUV��81$pV�SXEOLF�81�'D\



�

q5HVWRULQJ� -XVWLFH�� 6DYLQJ� /LYHV�r� ZDV� KHOG� RQ� ���2FWREHU� DW� WKH� *UHHQEXUJK
3XEOLF� /LEUDU\� DQG� ZDV� RUJDQL]HG� E\� &ROOHHQ� *DUGHSKH� DQG� &RQQLH� -RQHV
+DLUVWRQ��,W�KLJKOLJKWHG�WKH�UHLQWHJUDWLRQ�RI�FKLOG�VROGLHUV�LQ�SRVW�FRQIOLFW�VRFLHWLHV
DW� WKH� JOREDO� OHYHO� DQG� WKH� LPSRUWDQFH� RI� UHVWRUDWLYH� MXVWLFH� DW� ERWK� JOREDO� DQG
ORFDO� OHYHOV�� 7KH� SURJUDP� EURXJKW� WRJHWKHU� RYHU� ���� DWWHQGHHV� IURP� DFURVV
JHQHUDWLRQV�� LQFOXGLQJ� SURPLQHQW� ORFDO� OHDGHUV� VXFK� DV� 8�6�� 5HSUHVHQWDWLYH
*HRUJH�/DWLPHU��6WDWH�6HQDWH�0DMRULW\�/HDGHUV�$QGUHD�6WHZDUW�&RXVLQV��6HQDWRU
6KHOOH\�0D\HU��DQG�&RXQW\�([HFXWLYH�.HQ�-HQNLQV�

352*5$0�&200,77((
&ROOHHQ�*DUGHSKH��&RQQLH�+DLUVWRQ��0LFKHOH�6KLYHUV��&R�&KDLUV�(continued)

$� NH\QRWH� DGGUHVV� ZDV� GHOLYHUHG� E\
+DZD� 7D\ORU�.DPDUD� 'LDOOR�� ZKR
VKDUHG� SRZHUIXO� ILUVWKDQG� LQVLJKWV
IURP�KHU�ZRUN�ZLWK�WKH�8QLWHG�1DWLRQV
DQG� KHU� H[SHULHQFHV� VXSSRUWLQJ
FRPPXQLWLHV� PDUNHG� E\� FRQIOLFW� LQ
6LHUUD� /HRQH�� 6RPDOLD� 	� &DPERGLD�
7KH�HYHQW�DOVR�IHDWXUHG�D�G\QDPLF�

\RXWK�SDQHO��LQFOXGLQJ�PHPEHUV�RI�WKH�:KLWH�3ODLQV�<RXWK�&RXUW�DQG�D�JUDGXDWH
RI� WKH�2SSRUWXQLW\�<RXWK�3DUW� SURJUDP��ZKR�GLVFXVVHG� ORFDO� UHVWRUDWLYH� MXVWLFH
LQLWLDWLYHV�DV�DOWHUQDWLYHV�WR�LQFDUFHUDWLRQ��&XOWXUDO�HQULFKPHQW�ZDV�SURYLGHG�E\�D
SHUIRUPDQFH�IURP�WKH�6ULVKLWL�6FKRRO�RI�0XVLF��VKRZFDVLQJ�D�SLHFH�FRPSRVHG�IRU
WKH� 8QLWHG� 1DWLRQV� RQ� ZRUOG� SHDFH�� 7KH� SURJUDP� FRQFOXGHG� ZLWK� WKH
SUHVHQWDWLRQ�RI�SURFODPDWLRQV�KRQRULQJ
FRPPXQLW\� OHDGHUV�� UHFRJQLWLRQ� RI
3UHVLGHQW� 0DUFLD� %UHZVWHU� IRU� KHU
LPSDFWIXO� VHUYLFH�� IROORZHG� E\� D
FORVLQJ� UHFHSWLRQ� VKRZLQJ� YDOXDEOH
QHWZRUNLQJ� RSSRUWXQLWLHV�� SDUWLFXODUO\
IRU� VWXGHQWV�� UHLQIRUFLQJ� WKH� HYHQWpV
PLVVLRQ� RI� HQJDJHPHQW�� HGXFDWLRQ�
DQG�JOREDO�FLWL]HQVKLS�

+XPDQ�5LJKWV�'D\�����'HFHPEHU�81$�SDUWQHUHG�ZLWK�WKH�<RQNHUV�+XPDQ�5LJKWV
&RPPLVVLRQ�WR�SDUWLFLSDWH�LQ�LWV�+XPDQ�5LJKWV�'D\�%UXQFK�*DOD��KHOG�LQ�<RQNHUV�
81$�%RDUG�PHPEHUV�0H]DXQ�$UQRQH��7KHOOHQ]D�.UDVQLTL��5RVHPDU\�8]]R��DQG
-RVH�1XQH]�DWWHQGHG�WKH�HYHQW��ZKLFK�KLJKOLJKWHG�D�YLEUDQW�FHOHEUDWLRQ�RI�FXOWXUH�
KRQRUHG� GHGLFDWHG� KXPDQ� ULJKWV� DGYRFDWHV�� DQG� UHIOHFWHG� RQ�PHDQLQJIXO� ORFDO
KLVWRU\��7KH�JDWKHULQJ�HPSKDVL]HG�PXWXDO�UHVSHFW�DQG�FRPPXQLW\�XQLW\��EULQJLQJ

81�'D\�������ERDUG�PHPEHUV
ZLWK�\RXWK�SDQHO

81�'D\�������ERDUG�PHPEHUV
ZLWK�KRQRUHHV



DWWHQGHHV�WRJHWKHU�LQ�D�VSLULW�RI�FROODERUDWLRQ�DQG
XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�� 7KH� HYHQW� KLJKOLJKWHG� 81$
PHPEHU� 7KHOOHQ]D� .UDVQLTL�� ZKR� VSRNH� RQ� WKH
LPSRUWDQFH� RI� SURWHFWLQJ� DQG� SURPRWLQJ� KXPDQ
ULJKWV�

�

VSHDNHU� /XFKLQD� )LVKHU�� DQ� (PP\� $ZDUG�ZLQQLQJ
VWRU\WHOOHU� DQG� GRFXPHQWDULDQ�� ZKRVH� UHPDUNV
FKDOOHQJHG� SDUWLFLSDQWV� WR� UHIOHFW� RQ� SHUVRQDO� JURZWK�
UHVLOLHQFH�� DQG� WKH� SXUVXLW� RI� SXUSRVH�� +HU� PHVVDJH
UHLQIRUFHG�D�FHQWUDO� WKHPH�RI� WKH�SURJUDP�� OHDGHUVKLS
DQG� LPSDFW�DUH�QRW�GHILQHG�E\�WLPLQJ��EXW�E\� LQWHQWLRQ
DQG�DFWLRQ��$�SDQHO�GLVFXVVLRQ�IROORZHG��PRGHUDWHG�E\
&��0LFKHOH�6KLYHUV��IHDWXULQJ�GLVWLQJXLVKHG�OHDGHUV�ZLWK
ORFDO�� QDWLRQDO�� DQG� LQWHUQDWLRQDO� LPSDFW�� LQFOXGLQJ��'U�
$PDQGD� *XQQLQJ�� 'U�� 0HOLVVD� 5DPGDV�� +DZD� 7D\ORU�
.DPDUD� 'LDOOR�� DQG� -XGLWK� :DWVRQ�� 3DQHOLVWV� RIIHUHG
WKRXJKWIXO�LGHDV�RQ�OHDGHUVKLS��HTXLW\�	�V\VWHPV�OHYHO

,:'�:RPHQpV�(PSRZHUPHQW�6XPPLW�����)HEUXDU\�
7KH�3RZHU�RI�2XU�6WRULHV��:RPHQ�6KDSLQJ�7RPRUURZpV�:RUOGr�ZDV�FR�KRVWHG�E\
81$�:HVWFKHVWHU� ZLWK�0HUF\� 8QLYHUVLW\�� DV� 81$pV� FRQWULEXWLRQ� WR� ,QWHUQDWLRQDO
:RPHQpV� 'D\� LQ� ������ &�� 0LFKHOH� 6KLYHUV� DQG� $OLVRQ� &KULVWPDV� ZHUH� RQ� WKH
SODQQLQJ� FRPPLWWHH�� 7KH� HYHQW� DWWUDFWHG� D� GLYHUVH�� FURVV�VHFWRUDO� DXGLHQFH� RI
FRPPXQLW\� OHDGHUV�� HGXFDWRUV�� DGYRFDWHV�� DQG� HPHUJLQJ� OHDGHUV� IURP� DFURVV
:HVWFKHVWHU�&RXQW\��7KH�VHWWLQJ�SURYLGHG�D�G\QDPLF��FROODERUDWLYH�HQYLURQPHQW
IRU�GLDORJXH��UHIOHFWLRQ��DQG�HQJDJHPHQW��7KH�SURJUDP�ZDV�DQFKRUHG�E\�NH\QRWH

FKDQJH��HPSKDVL]LQJ�WKH�LPSRUWDQFH�RI�FROODERUDWLRQ�LQ�DGYDQFLQJ�RSSRUWXQLWLHV
IRU� ZRPHQ� DQG� JLUOV�� 7KH� SURJUDP� DOVR� UHIOHFWHG� 81$�86$� :HVWFKHVWHUpV
FRQWLQXHG� FRPPLWPHQW� WR� WKH� LQWHUQDWLRQDO� SHUVSHFWLYH� DV� DQ� XPEUHOOD� WR
VWUDWHJLF� FRPPXQLW\� HQJDJHPHQW� DQG�SDUWQHUVKLS�� 7KH�HYHQW� JHQHUDWHG� VWURQJ
HQJDJHPHQW�DQG�GLDORJXH��IRVWHULQJ�FRQQHFWLRQ�DFURVV�VHFWRUV�DQG�JHQHUDWLRQV�
3DUWLFLSDQWV� OHIW� ZLWK� VWUHQJWKHQHG� QHWZRUNV� DQG� D� VKDUHG� FRPPLWPHQW� WR
DGYDQFLQJ�JHQGHU�HTXLW\�ZLWKLQ�WKHLU�FRPPXQLWLHV��7KH�:RPHQpV�(PSRZHUPHQW
6XPPLW�GHPRQVWUDWHV�81$�:HVWFKHVWHUpV�DELOLW\�WR�WUDQVODWH�JOREDO�SULRULWLHV�LQWR
ORFDO� LPSDFWuHOHYDWLQJ� OHDGHUVKLS� 	� DPSOLI\LQJ� YRLFHV� RI� ZRPHQ� 	� JLUOV
WKURXJKRXW�WKH�UHJLRQ�

:RPHQpV�6XPPLW��ERDUG�	
YROXQWHHUV�DW�81$�WDEOH

9LGHRV�DQG�SKRWRV�DUH�DYDLODEOH�DW�RXU�ZHEVLWH��ZZZ�XQDZHVWFKHVWHU�RUJ�

352*5$0�&200,77((
&ROOHHQ�*DUGHSKH��&RQQLH�+DLUVWRQ��0LFKHOH�6KLYHUV��&R�&KDLUV�(continued)

+XPDQ�5LJKWV�'D\��-RVH��
0H]DXQ��7KHOOHQ]D��5RVHPDU\



120,1$7,1*�&200,77((
&��0LFKHOH�6KLYHUV��&KDLU

��

7KH� ����� 1RPLQDWLQJ� &RPPLWWHH�� &�� 0LFKHOH� 6KLYHUV�� 'DQ� %HQD�� 1LFROH
%HQMDPLQ��DQG�/LOOL�6FKLQGOHU�� LV�SOHDVHG� WR�SUHVHQW�D�VWURQJ�VODWH�RI�FDQGLGDWHV
IRU�WKH�����t�����%RDUG�RI�'LUHFWRUV��)ROORZLQJ�D�WKRURXJK�SURFHVV�DOLJQHG�ZLWK
WKH�&KDSWHUpV�E\ODZV�� WKH�&RPPLWWHH�UHYLHZHG�D�KLJKO\�TXDOLILHG�SRRO� WR�HQVXUH
ERWK�OHDGHUVKLS�FRQWLQXLW\�DQG�IUHVK�SHUVSHFWLYHV�
7KH�&RPPLWWHH�H[WHQGV�LWV�VLQFHUH�DSSUHFLDWLRQ�WR�WKRVH�%RDUG�PHPEHUV�ZKRVH
WHUPV�DUH�FRQFOXGLQJ��DV�ZHOO� DV� WR� WKRVH�ZKR�KDYH�VWHSSHG�GRZQ�GXULQJ� WKHLU
WHUP�� 7KHLU� GHGLFDWLRQ�� OHDGHUVKLS�� DQG� FRPPLWPHQW� WR� 81$�:HVWFKHVWHU� KDYH
VLJQLILFDQWO\� FRQWULEXWHG� WR� WKH� &KDSWHUpV� JURZWK�� YLVLELOLW\�� DQG� LPSDFW� DFURVV
:HVWFKHVWHU�&RXQW\�

6ODWH�RI�1RPLQHHV
7KH�IROORZLQJ�LQGLYLGXDOV�KDYH�FRQILUPHG�WKHLU�ZLOOLQJQHVV�WR�VWDQG�IRU�HOHFWLRQ�
1RPLQHHV�IRU�5H�(OHFWLRQ��7ZR�<HDU�7HUPV������t�����
s�0DUFLD�%UHZVWHU�t�3UHVLGHQW
s�0H]DXQ�$UQRQH
s�&ROOHHQ�*DUGHSKH
s�&RQQLH�-RQHV�+DLUVWRQ
1RPLQHH�IRU�5H�(OHFWLRQ��2QH�<HDU�7HUP������t�����
s�1LFROH�%XWWHUILHOG
1HZ�1RPLQHHV�IRU�(OHFWLRQ��7ZR�<HDU�7HUPV������t�����
s�7KHOOHQ]D�$ULIL�.UDVQLTL���6HFUHWDU\

&RQWLQXLQJ�%RDUG�0HPEHUV��7HUPV�7KURXJK������
s�1LFROH�%HQMDPLQ
s�$QGUHZ�/DXE
s�&��0LFKHOH�6KLYHUV

s�9LFWRU�3HWHQNHPDQL�t�7UHDVXUHU
s�$OLVRQ�&KULVWPDV
s�1LNROLQD�*HOPDQRYVNL
s�5RVHPDU\�8]]R

s�5HEHFFD�6Q\GHU

s�5DLQD�.DGDYLO
s�'HPHWULRV�0LKDLOLGLV

%RDUG�HOHFWLRQV�ZLOO�EH�KHOG�HOHFWURQLFDOO\�EHIRUH�0D\��UG��������$QQXDO�0HHWLQJ�
FDQGLGDWH�ELRV�DUH�DW�ZZZ�XQDZHVWFKHVWHU�RUJ��7KDQNV�WR�DOO�FDQGLGDWHV�
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3DUWQHUVKLSV�&KDLU�1LFROH�%HQMDPLQ��DQG�WKH�HQWLUH�PHPEHUVKLS�RI�WKH�81$�86$
:HVWFKHVWHU�&KDSWHU�� DUH� YHU\�JUDWHIXO� IRU� WKH� VXSSRUW� RI� RXU�SDUWQHUV� DQG�FR�
VSRQVRUV�IRU�RXU�SXEOLF�RXWUHDFK�SURJUDPV�RYHU�WKH�SDVW�\HDU��DOO�RI�ZKRP�KDYH
PDGH� YDOXDEOH� FRQWULEXWLRQV�� 2XU� PRVW� OR\DO� DQG� ORQJ�WHUP� SDUWQHUV� DUH�� 7KH
$OSKD� .DSSD� $OSKD� 6RURULW\�� ,QF��� =HWD� 1X� 2PHJD� &KDSWHU�� DQG� WKH� /LQNV�
,QFRUSRUDWHG��:HVWFKHVWHU�&RXQW\��1<��&KDSWHU�DQG�*UHDWHU�+XGVRQ�9DOOH\��1<�
&KDSWHU��7KHVH� WZR�RUJDQL]DWLRQV�DUH� LQFOXGHG� LQ�81$�86$pV�UHGXFHG�UDWHV� IRU
PHPEHUVKLS�

3$571(56+,36�&200,77((
1LFROH�%HQMDPLQ��&KDLU

��

2WKHU�LPSRUWDQW�SDUWQHUV�RYHU�WKH�ODVW�\HDU�LQFOXGH��&OHDQ�DQG�+HDOWK\�1HZ�<RUN�
WKH�*UHHQEXUJK�3XEOLF� /LEUDU\�� WKH�*ULQWRQ� ,�:LOO� 3XEOLF� /LEUDU\��0DQKDWWDQYLOOH
8QLYHUVLW\pV� 0DU\� 7�� &ODUN� &HQWHU� IRU� 6RFLDO� -XVWLFH�� 0HUF\� 8QLYHUVLW\�� WKH
1DWLRQDO� &RXQFLO� RI� 1HJUR� :RPHQ�� ,QF��� 7KH� 1HZ� <RUN� 6WDWH� $VVRFLDWLRQ� RI
&RQVHUYDWLRQ�&RPPLVVLRQV��7KH�5RWDU\�&OXE�RI�1HZ�5RFKHOOH��6LHUUD�&OXE�/RZHU
+XGVRQ� *URXS�� 81$�86$� 6RXWKHUQ� 1HZ� <RUN� 6WDWH� 'LYLVLRQ�� :(� $&7� IRU
(QYLURQPHQWDO�-XVWLFH��DQG�:RPHQ�8QLWHG�RI�:HVWFKHVWHU�6RFLDO�&OXE�

0HPEHUV�RI�$OSKD�.DSSD�$OSKD
6RURULW\�,QF��	�7KH�/LQNV�,QF�

&KDLU�1LFROH�%HQMDPLQ�ZLWK�<RXWK
3DQHO�RQ�81�'D\



.DUHQ� 5RFNZHOO� (O� %DGU\� DQG� 'HPHWULRV� 0LKDLLGLV�� &R�FKDLUV�� 7HDP� PHPEHUV�
$OLVRQ�&KULVWPDV��&RQQLH�-RQHV�+DLUVWRQ��$XGUH\�-XQH�0D\��7KHOOHQ]D�.UDVQLTL�
/LOOL�6FKLQGOHU��0LFKHOH�6KLYHUV��'U��5RVHPDU\�8]]R��
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/RZHU�+XGVRQ�9DOOH\�6RFLDO�6WXGLHV�7HDFKHUV�&RQIHUHQFH��'HFHPEHU��(GXFDWLRQ
&RPPLWWHH� PHPEHUV� UHSUHVHQWHG� WKH� 81� DQG� 81$�86$� DW� D� VRFLDO� VWXGLHV
WHDFKHUV�FRQIHUHQFH�LQ�:KLWH�3ODLQV�
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*RRG� 1HLJKERUV� 3URJUDP�� 1RYHPEHU�� OHG� E\� WKH
:HVWFKHVWHU� &RXQW\� �1<�� &KDSWHU� RI� 7KH� /LQNV�
,QFRUSRUDWHG��ZLWK����:HVWFKHVWHU�KLJK�VFKRRO�VWXGHQWV�DW
WKH� <RQNHUV� 5LYHUIURQW� /LEUDU\�� (GXFDWLRQ� &RPPLWWHH
PHPEHUV� KHOSHG� ZLWK� WKH� FRRUGLQDWLRQ�� DQG� WZR� RI� WKHP
PDGH� SUHVHQWDWLRQV�� 7KH� :KLWH� 3ODLQV� <RXWK� &RXUW� DQG
0DQKDWWDQYLOOH� 8QLYHUVLW\� SDUWQHUHG� ZLWK� WKH� (GXFDWLRQ
&RPPLWWHH� WR�VHQG�YROXQWHHUV��7KH�JURXS�H[SORUHG�JOREDO
SDWKZD\V��OHDGHUVKLS�RSSRUWXQLWLHV��DQG�FRPPXQLW\�LPSDFW��

�0H]DXQ�$UQRQH�	�
'U��0LQ\DUG�RI�WKH

/LQNV��,QF�

3DUWQHUHG� ZLWK� WKH� 5DPDSRXJK� /HQDSH� 1DWLRQ� RQ
KXPDQ� ULJKWV� DQG� 81� 6'*� ����� SUHVHQWDWLRQV� DW
6ZHHW�:DWHU�&XOWXUDO�&HQWHU�LQ�6WRQ\�3RLQW�

8SGDWHG�81�	�6'*�SUHVHQWDWLRQV��:KLWH�3ODLQV��<RQNHUV��DQG�$UPRQN
VFKRROV�
5HYLYHG�0RGHO�81�SURJUDPV�LQ�0RXQW�9HUQRQ�DQG�:RRGODZQ�+LJK�6FKRROV�

$FWLYLWLHV�UHODWHG�WR�WKH�:RUOG�)HGHUDWLRQ�RI�81�$VVRFLDWLRQV��:)81$�
9ROXQWHHUV�DQG�LQWHUQV�DWWHQGHG�:)81$�,QWHUQDWLRQDO�0RGHO�81��)HE�������
2EVHUYHG�DQ�(PHUJHQF\�6HFXULW\�&RXQFLO�PHHWLQJ�KHOG�DW�81�+HDGTXDUWHUV
3DUWLFLSDWHG�LQ�D�SDQHO�GLVFXVVLRQ�ZLWK�(8�GHOHJDWHV�DW�(8�+HDGTXDUWHUV�
+HOG�GLDORJXHV�ZLWK�81�6HFXULW\�&RXQFLO�3UHVLGHQWV��PRQWKO\�SRVLWLRQV��
3URYLGHG�LQWHUQV�WR�YROXQWHHU�ZLWK�:)81$�DW�81�+HDGTXDUWHUV�
&HOHEUDWHG�81�.LGV�'D\��)HEUXDU\����������

81$�GHOHJDWLRQ�DW
WHDFKHUV�FRQIHUHQFH

���6WXGHQWV�PHHWLQJ�ZLWK�(8�
GHOHJDWHV�LQ�1HZ�<RUN

2WKHU�LQLWLWLDWLYHV

�:)81$�0RGHO�81�LQ�WKH�
*HQHUDO�$VVHPEO\�+DOO�



7KLV�KDV�EHHQ�D�\HDU�RI�FKDQJH�IRU�81$�0HPEHUVKLS��:KHUHDV�<RXWK�PHPEHUV
XVHG�WR�EH�DEOH�WR� MRLQ�IRU�IUHH�XS�WR�DJH�����VXFK�IUHH�<RXWK�PHPEHUVKLSV�DUH
QRZ�DYDLODEOH�WR�WKRVH����DQG�XQGHU��0HPEHUV�ZKR�DUH����WR����\HDUV�ROG�PD\
QRZ�MRLQ�DV�<RXQJ�3URIHVVLRQDOV�DW�����SHU�\HDU��'XULQJ�WKLV�WUDQVLWLRQ�ZH�KDYH
VHHQ�D�VWHHS�GHFOLQH� LQ�RXU�PHPEHUVKLS��EHFDXVH�PDQ\�RI�RXU�<RXWK�PHPEHUV
ZHUH�FROOHJH�VWXGHQWV�ZKR�GLG�QRW�RSW�LQ�DW�WKH�<RXQJ�3URIHVVLRQDO�OHYHO��

$V�RI�0DUFK�������ZH�KDYH�����DFWLYH�PHPEHUV��D�VPDOOHU�EXW�OR\DO�DQG�HQJDJHG
JURXS�� :H� DUH� KROGLQJ� VWHDG\� DW� �� /LIHWLPH� PHPEHUV�� ZKR� GHPRQVWUDWH� WKHLU
FRPPLWPHQW�ZLWK�D�RQH�WLPH�SD\PHQW�RI��������:H�DUH�JUDWHIXO�WR�RXU�FDGUH�RI
���6WDQGDUG�PHPEHUV��GRZQ�IURP�QHDUO\����ODVW�\HDU��ZKR�SD\�����DQQXDOO\��2XU
WZR� %URQ]H� PHPEHUV� JR� WKH� H[WUD� PLOH�� SD\LQJ� ����� DQQXDOO\�� :H� KDYH� ��
*HQ81� PHPEHUV�� RXU� XQGHU���� FRQWLQJHQW� ZKR� DUH� VWLOO� DEOH� WR� MRLQ� DQG
SDUWLFLSDWH� IRU� IUHH��2XU� ��� <RXQJ� 3URIHVVLRQDO�PHPEHUV� HQMR\� WKH� EHQHILWV� RI
QHWZRUNLQJ�HYHQWV�DQG�VSHFLDO�RSSRUWXQLWLHV� OHG�E\�RXU�<RXQJ�3URIHVVLRQDOV�FR�
FKDLUV��-RVH�1XQH]�DQG�,Y\�0LQLQJHU�

81$�86$�UHFHQWO\�DQQRXQFHG�D�VSHFLDO�PHPEHUVKLS�GULYH�WKDW�DOORZV�PHPEHUV
RI�VRPH�RI�RXU�FORVHVW�SDUWQHUV�WR�MRLQ�DW�WKH�UDWH�RI�����SHU�\HDU��2XU�ORQJ�WHUP
SDUWQHUV�$OSKD�.DSSD�$OSKD�6RURULW\�� ,QFRUSRUDWHG�DQG�7KH�/LQNV�� ,QFRUSRUDWHG
DUH�ERWK�LQFOXGHG�DW�WKH�VSHFLDO�PHPEHUVKLS�UDWH��7KLV�LV�YHU\�H[FLWLQJ�QHZV�IRU
RXU�FKDSWHU��
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/RRNLQJ�DKHDG��RXU�PDLQ�JRDO�LV�WR�ZRUN�RQ�EXLOGLQJ�XS
RXU�PHPEHUVKLS�EDVH�WKURXJK�SXEOLF�HYHQWV��DV�ZHOO�DV
WKURXJK� ZRUG�RI� PRXWK�� :HpG� OLNH� WR� WKDQN� 5RVHPDU\
8]]R�� 'HPHWULRV� 0LKDLOLGLV� DQG� &� 0LFKHOH� 6KLYHUV� IRU
WKHLU� ZRUN� RQ� WKLV� FRPPLWWHH� RYHU� WKH� SDVW� \HDU�� 2XU
PHPEHUVKLS� WDEOH� LV� D� IL[WXUH� DW� RXU� ORFDO� LQ�SHUVRQ
HYHQWV�� DQG� ZH� DOZD\V� HQMR\� PHHWLQJ� QHZ� PHPEHUV�
QHWZRUNLQJ� DQG� FDWFKLQJ� XS� ZLWK� ROG� IULHQGV� DW� WKHVH
LPSRUWDQW�FRPPXQLW\�JDWKHULQJV�



2YHU� WKH� SDVW� \HDU�� WKH� )LQDQFH� &RPPLWWHH� IRFXVHG� RQ� EXLOGLQJ� WKH� ILQDQFLDO
IRXQGDWLRQ� RI� 81$�:HVWFKHVWHU� DQG� H[SDQGLQJ� RSSRUWXQLWLHV� IRU� VXVWDLQDEOH
JURZWK�

7KH�&RPPLWWHH�GHYHORSHG�D�FRPSUHKHQVLYH�'RQDWLRQV�	�6SRQVRUVKLSV�3URJUDP
WR�SUHVHQW�WR�SRWHQWLDO�FRUSRUDWH�VSRQVRUV��,W�GHILQHV�WKH�VWUXFWXUH�DQG�PLVVLRQ�RI
WKH� :RUOG� )HGHUDWLRQ� RI� 8QLWHG� 1DWLRQV� $VVRFLDWLRQV� �:)81$��� WKH� 81$�86$
DQG� WKH� :HVWFKHVWHU� &KDSWHU�� ZKLOH� DOVR� KLJKOLJKWLQJ� WKH� 81� 6XVWDLQDEOH
'HYHORSPHQW�*RDOV�DQG�WKH�&KDSWHUpV�FKDQJHPDNLQJ�LQLWLDWLYHV��7KH�SXUSRVH�RI
WKH�SURJUDP� LV� WR�HQJDJH�FRPPXQLW\�PHPEHUV�DQG�RUJDQL]DWLRQV� LQ�VXSSRUWLQJ
RXU� SURJUDPV� WKURXJK� GRQDWLRQV�� VSRQVRUVKLSV�� DQG� FRQWLQXHG� OHDUQLQJ�� 7KH
6XPPDU\� ZDV� GLVWULEXWHG� WR� RYHU� ��� VWDNHKROGHUV� DQG� JHQHUDWHG� GR]HQV� RI
IROORZ�XS�LQTXLULHV�

:H� DOVR� FRQWLQXHG� WR� FXOWLYDWH� UHODWLRQVKLSV� ZLWK� SURVSHFWLYH� GRQRUV� DQG
FRUSRUDWH� VSRQVRUV� WKURXJKRXW� WKH� :HVWFKHVWHU� FRPPXQLW\�� $� SUHOLPLQDU\
&RUSRUDWH�6SRQVRUVKLS�3URJUDP�ZDV�GHVLJQHG�WR�FRQQHFW�ZLWK�FRUSRUDWH�OHDGHUV
DQG� KHDGV� RI� JLYLQJ�� WR� LQWURGXFH� SDUWQHUVKLS� RSSRUWXQLWLHV� DQG� DOLJQ
SKLODQWKURSLF� JRDOV� ZLWK� WKH� &KDSWHUpV� PLVVLRQ�� 7KH� &RPPLWWHH� FRQWDFWHG� ��
SULRULW\�RUJDQL]DWLRQV��ZLWK�RYHU����������LQ�SRWHQWLDO�VSRQVRUVKLSV�LGHQWLILHG�
,QWHUQDOO\�� WKH�&RPPLWWHH�ZRUNHG�ZLWK� WKH� 7UHDVXUHU� DQG�%RDUG� RI�'LUHFWRUV� WR
GHYHORS� VWUDWHJLHV� WR� LQFUHDVH� IXQGLQJ�� &KDSWHU� LQYHVWPHQW� LQLWLDWLYHV� ZHUH
LGHQWLILHG� LQ� VXSSRUW� RI� D� SURVSHFWLYH� ���� EXGJHW� LQFUHDVH� EDVHG� RQ� SRWHQWLDO
IXQGLQJ�� 7KH� &RPPLWWHH� DOVR� FROODERUDWHG� ZLWK� ERDUG� OHDGHUVKLS� WR� VXSSRUW
SURJUDPPDWLF� LQLWLDWLYHV�� LQFOXGLQJ� VSRQVRUVKLS� SDUWQHUVKLSV� FRQQHFWHG� WR� WKH
(GXFDWLRQ�&RPPLWWHH�DQG�$UWV�	�&XOWXUH�SURJUDPPLQJ�

&ROOHFWLYHO\�� WKHVH� HIIRUWV� HVWDEOLVK� D� VWURQJHU� ILQDQFLDO� IUDPHZRUN� DQG� H[SDQG
WKH�&KDSWHUpV�FDSDFLW\�WR�VXSSRUW� LWV�PLVVLRQ�WKURXJK�VWUDWHJLF�SDUWQHUVKLSV�DQG
UHVRXUFH�GHYHORSPHQW�

),1$1&(�&200,77((
1LNROLQD�*HOPDQRYVNL��&KDLU



7KH�<RXQJ�3URIHVVLRQDOV�3URJUDP�KRVWHG�D�VHULHV�RI�URXQGWDEOH�GLVFXVVLRQV
WKURXJKRXW� WKH� \HDU�� ERWK� YLUWXDOO\� DQG� LQ�SHUVRQ�� 7KHVH� IRFXVHG� RQ� WKH
8QLWHG� 1DWLRQV� 6XVWDLQDEOH� 'HYHORSPHQW� *RDOV� �6'*V��� HQFRXUDJLQJ
GLDORJXH�RQ�JOREDO�LVVXHV�DQG�ORFDO�LPSDFW�
$V� &R�FKDLUV�� -RVH� DQG� ,Y\� JXLGHG� WKH� SURJUDPpV� IRFXV� RQ� HQJDJHPHQW�
VHUYLFH��DQG�LVVXH�EDVHG�GLVFXVVLRQV�
7KH� <3� SURJUDP� ,QFUHDVHG� PHPEHU� HQJDJHPHQW� WKURXJK� VWUXFWXUHG
FRQYHUVDWLRQV� WKDW� DOORZHG� SDUWLFLSDQWV� WR� VKDUH� SHUVSHFWLYHV� DQG� H[SORUH
VROXWLRQV�WR�NH\�FKDOOHQJHV�
<RXQJ� 3URIHVVLRQDOV� ZHUH� RIIHUHG� YROXQWHHU� RSSRUWXQLWLHV� DW� PDMRU� SXEOLF
RXWUHDFK� HYHQWV�� VXFK� DV� 81� 'D\� DQG� (DUWK� 'D\�$QQXDO� 0HHWLQJ�
3DUWLFLSDWLRQ� LQ� WKHVH� HYHQWV� VWUHQJWKHQHG� FRPPXQLW\� LQYROYHPHQW� DQG
SURYLGHG�KDQGV�RQ�H[SHULHQFH�LQ�VHUYLFH�DQG�HYHQW�FRRUGLQDWLRQ��
2XWUHDFK� WR� ORFDO� KLJK� VFKRROV�� FROOHJHV�� DQG� FRPPXQLW\� QHWZRUNV� DLP� WR
H[SDQG�PHPEHUVKLS�DQG�WR�LQFUHDVH�SURJUDP�YLVLELOLW\��
2QJRLQJ�HIIRUWV�ZHUH�PDGH�WR�LGHQWLI\�DQG�GHYHORS�QHZ�OHDGHUVKLS�ZLWKLQ�WKH
<RXQJ�3URIHVVLRQDOV�3URJUDP�WR�HQVXUH�VXVWDLQDELOLW\�DQG�JURZWK�
3URFHGXUHV� ZHUH� SXW� LQ� SODFH� WR� KDYH� D� FRQVLVWHQW� OHDGHUVKLS� WUDQVLWLRQ
SURFHVV�

<281*�352)(66,21$/6�352*5$0
-RVH�1XQH]�DQG�,Y\�0LQLQJHU��&R�FKDLUV

/RRNLQJ�DKHDG��WKH�<RXQJ�3URIHVVLRQDOV�3URJUDP�LV�FRPPLWWHG�WR�EXLOGLQJ�RQ�WKLV
\HDUpV� PRPHQWXP� E\� H[SDQGLQJ� 6'*�IRFXVHG� SURJUDPPLQJ�� LQFUHDVLQJ� LQ�
SHUVRQ�HQJDJHPHQW�RSSRUWXQLWLHV��DQG�GHHSHQLQJ�LWV�LPSDFW�WKURXJK�VHUYLFH�DQG
SDUWQHUVKLSV��
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0HUF\�8QLYHUVLW\�0RGHO�81
DZDUG�ZLQQHUV����� <RXQJ�FOLPDWH�DFWLYLVW
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5HYHQXHV�LQFOXGHG�SD\PHQWV�RI�PHPEHUVKLS�GXHV�IURP�81$�+4�RI��������DQG
FRQWULEXWLRQV�WR�RXU�SURJUDPV�IURP�SDUWQHUV�DQG�%RDUG�0HPEHUV�RI���������
([SHQGLWXUHV�ZHUH�SULPDULO\�IRU�SURJUDPPLQJ�DQG�FRPPXQLFDWLRQ�FRVWV�
2XU�EXGJHW�KDV�EHHQ�GHFOLQLQJ�IRU�VHYHUDO�\HDUV��DQG�LW�ZLOO�EH�QHFHVVDU\�LQ�����
WR�UDLVH�UHYHQXHV�WKURXJK�SDUWQHUV�RU�D�IXQG�UDLVHU�
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	ANNUAL REPORT 2026-2027
	WWW.UNAWESTCHESTER.ORG
	“Alone we can do so little; together we can do so much.”
	― Helen Keller


	MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT Dear Friends,
	JOIN US TO CELEBRATE
	EARTH DAY ON  MAY 3RD AT 2PM
	ADVOCACY COMMITTEE Rosemary Uzzo, Co-Chair, Andy Laub, Co-chair
	Contacting political leaders to encourage support for full payment of U.S. obligations for UN Regular Budget and Peacekeeping. Our Advocacy leads and members of the board contact Congressional Representatives to encourage them to vote in favor of full funding for the UN. In general, the two New York Senators and our Representatives in Congress do vote in favor of paying U.S. arrears to the UN. Our Advocacy Committee encourages all our members to write to their representatives and show their support for the UN and its agencies.
	Engaging local leadership across the County. The Advocacy Chairs invited elected officials at the federal, state, and local levels, including mayors and council members to all public events sponsored by the UNA-USA Westchester Chapter. These engaged officials attend our events and also provide proclamations and certificates to speakers and honorees. We follow up with thanks and share event details and photos on the Website and social media, as well as in local newspapers. National, State and County level officials turned out in force to celebrate UN Day in October, honoring our outstanding speakers, honorees and youth panelists. We are very grateful for the support of U.S. Representative George Latimer, State Senate Majority Leader Andrea Stewart-Cousins, Senator Shelley Mayer, Assembly members MaryJane Shimsky and Nader Sayegh, County Executive Ken Jenkins and many others who have graced our programs and demonstrated support for the United Nations and its Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). We inform the public of the ways in which local activists are implementing one or more of the SDGs at our public events in Westchester County.

	ADVOCACY COMMITTEE Rosemary Uzzo, Co-Chair, Andy Laub, Co-chair (continued)
	One of our signature events was the Women’s Empowerment Summit, held in collaboration with Mercy University in late February for International Women’s Day. The event was highly successful and well attended. Thanks to outreach by the advocacy team, the summit featured strong participation, with association members sharing their personal stories and highlighting how UNA-Westchester helps shape a better future for women and girls. We look forward to welcoming and engaging our local elected officials at our Annual Meeting and Earth Day event at Manhattanville University on May 3.
	UNA Representation on the Foreign Affairs Task Force. Our U.S. Congressional Representative George Latimer has appointed Advocacy Co-Chair Andy Laub to his Foreign Affairs and Military Affairs Task Force. We feel that it is extremely important to have a member of our Board serving with this group and keeping our representative informed of issues related to the United Nations.
	Attending sessions at the United Nations. In addition to engaging elected representatives, the general public, and chapter members here in Westchester, President Marcia Brewster and other board members have attended a number of meetings and conferences at the United Nations, which keep us abreast of positive global initiatives at the UN. Several of us participated at International Women’s Day and the Commission on the Status of Women (CSW) in March. During CSW, the World Water Development Report on Gender and Water was launched. As a former UN staff working on these issues, our President made sure to attend and to inform other members of the UNA-USA during a seminar on World Water Day held on 23 March.

	COMMUNICATIONS COMMITTEE Raina Kadavil, Chair, with volunteers Marika Adam & Ivy Mininger
	PROGRAM COMMITTEE Colleen Gardephe, Connie Hairston, Michele Shivers, Co-Chairs
	The Program Committee remained the most active and dedicated to showcasing the priorities of United Nations work, including the Sustainable Development Goals, through public outreach events, both virtually and in person. The three co-chairs were supported by leads for different events, including Marcia Brewster, Paul Presendieu and Jose Nunez.  UNA programs generally feature keynotes on global issues by international speakers and spotlights on local practitioners who are implementing those priorities at the local level. We typically host four to five public events per year.
	Earth Day and Annual Meeting, 4 May 2025. “Protecting the Environment for Healthier Communities” was held at the Grinton I Will Library in Yonkers and was organized by Paul Presendieu and Marcia Brewster. It featured an excellent international speaker, Valentina Buj of UNICEF, and a dynamic panel of local climate leaders: Oded Holzinger, Executive Director of Groundwork Hudson Valley; Pamela Stewart-Martinez of WE ACT for Environmental Justice; and Sarah Wilson, President of the Sierra Club Lower Hudson Group. The discussion was very inspiring for the audience, especially the students who were already involved in climate action. The event honored outstanding Westchester climate leaders and celebrated student award winners from the National Model UN Conference. During the annual meeting portion,
	President Marcia Brewster presented the Chapter’s activities over the past year, and Paul Presendieu, Chair of the Earth Day program, welcomed our newly-elected board of directors. The networking reception provided an opportunity for participants to meet our new board and talk with the speakers and local environment-oriented organizations.
	International Day of the Girl, 13 October. UNA-Westchester was one of the partners who planned and organized an amazing event for middle and high school girls at Manhattanville University. Marcia Brewster, Alison Christmas and C. Michele Shivers presided at our UN information table, which attracted a lot of interest, and our Communications Chair, Raina Kadavil, led one of the workshops.
	United Nations Day, 24-26 October. UN Day in Westchester County began with the ceremonial raising of the UN flag in the City of White Plains and the Village of Hastings-on-Hudson with proclamations from both mayors. UNA’s public UN Day

	PROGRAM COMMITTEE Colleen Gardephe, Connie Hairston, Michele Shivers, Co-Chairs (continued)
	“Restoring Justice, Saving Lives,” was held on 26 October at the Greenburgh Public Library and was organized by Colleen Gardephe and Connie Jones Hairston. It highlighted the reintegration of child soldiers in post-conflict societies at the global level and the importance of restorative justice at both global and local levels. The program brought together over 100 attendees from across generations, including prominent local leaders such as U.S. Representative George Latimer, State Senate Majority Leaders Andrea Stewart-Cousins, Senator Shelley Mayer, and County Executive Ken Jenkins.
	A keynote address was delivered by Hawa Taylor-Kamara Diallo, who shared powerful firsthand insights from her work with the United Nations and her experiences supporting communities marked by conflict in Sierra Leone, Somalia & Cambodia. The event also featured a dynamic
	youth panel, including members of the White Plains Youth Court and a graduate of the Opportunity Youth Part program, who discussed local restorative justice initiatives as alternatives to incarceration. Cultural enrichment was provided by a performance from the Srishiti School of Music, showcasing a piece composed for the United Nations on world peace. The program concluded with the presentation of proclamations honoring
	community leaders, recognition of President Marcia Brewster for her impactful service, followed by a closing reception showing valuable networking opportunities, particularly for students, reinforcing the event’s mission of engagement, education, and global citizenship.
	Human Rights Day, 13 December UNA partnered with the Yonkers Human Rights Commission to participate in its Human Rights Day Brunch Gala, held in Yonkers. UNA Board members Mezaun Arnone, Thellenza Krasniqi, Rosemary Uzzo, and Jose Nunez attended the event, which highlighted a vibrant celebration of culture, honored dedicated human rights advocates, and reflected on meaningful local history. The gathering emphasized mutual respect and community unity, bringing

	PROGRAM COMMITTEE Colleen Gardephe, Connie Hairston, Michele Shivers, Co-Chairs (continued)
	attendees together in a spirit of collaboration and understanding. The event highlighted UNA member Thellenza Krasniqi, who spoke on the importance of protecting and promoting human rights.
	IWD/Women’s Empowerment Summit, 27 February  The Power of Our Stories: Women Shaping Tomorrow’s World” was co-hosted by UNA-Westchester with Mercy University, as UNA’s contribution to International Women’s Day in 2026. C. Michele Shivers and Alison Christmas were on the planning committee. The event attracted a diverse, cross-sectoral audience of community leaders, educators, advocates, and emerging leaders from across Westchester County. The setting provided a dynamic, collaborative environment for dialogue, reflection, and engagement. The program was anchored by keynote
	speaker Luchina Fisher, an Emmy Award-winning storyteller and documentarian, whose remarks challenged participants to reflect on personal growth, resilience, and the pursuit of purpose. Her message reinforced a central theme of the program: leadership and impact are not defined by timing, but by intention and action. A panel discussion followed, moderated by C. Michele Shivers, featuring distinguished leaders with local, national, and international impact, including: Dr. Amanda Gunning, Dr. Melissa Ramdas, Hawa Taylor-Kamara Diallo, and Judith Watson. Panelists offered thoughtful ideas on leadership, equity & systems-level
	change, emphasizing the importance of collaboration in advancing opportunities for women and girls. The program also reflected UNA-USA Westchester’s continued commitment to the international perspective as an umbrella to strategic community engagement and partnership. The event generated strong engagement and dialogue, fostering connection across sectors and generations. Participants left with strengthened networks and a shared commitment to advancing gender equity within their communities. The Women’s Empowerment Summit demonstrates UNA-Westchester’s ability to translate global priorities into local impact—elevating leadership & amplifying voices of women & girls throughout the region.
	Videos and photos are available at our website, www.unawestchester.org.

	NOMINATING COMMITTEE C. Michele Shivers, Chair
	PARTNERSHIPS COMMITTEE Nicole Benjamin, Chair
	EDUCATION COMMITTEE Mezaun Arnone, Chair
	Karen Rockwell El Badry and Demetrios Mihaiidis, Co-chairs; Team members: Alison Christmas, Connie Jones-Hairston, Audrey June May, Thellenza Krasniqi, Lilli Schindler, Michele Shivers, Dr. Rosemary Uzzo.
	Good Neighbors Program, November, led by the Westchester County (NY) Chapter of The Links, Incorporated, with 25 Westchester high school students at the Yonkers Riverfront Library. Education Committee members helped with the coordination, and two of them made presentations. The White Plains Youth Court and Manhattanville University partnered with the Education Committee to send volunteers. The group explored global pathways, leadership opportunities, and community impact.
	Lower Hudson Valley Social Studies Teachers Conference, December, Education Committee members represented the UN and UNA-USA at a social studies teachers conference in White Plains.
	Other inititiatives
	Partnered with the Ramapough Lenape Nation on human rights and UN SDG 2026 presentations at Sweet Water Cultural Center in Stony Point.
	Updated UN & SDG presentations: White Plains, Yonkers, and Armonk schools.
	Revived Model UN programs in Mount Vernon and Woodlawn High Schools.
	Activities related to the World Federation of UN Associations (WFUNA)
	Volunteers and interns attended WFUNA International Model UN (Feb 2026).
	Observed an Emergency Security Council meeting held at UN Headquarters
	Participated in a panel discussion with EU delegates at EU Headquarters.
	Held dialogues with UN Security Council Presidents (monthly positions).
	Provided interns to volunteer with WFUNA at UN Headquarters.
	Celebrated UN Kids Day (February 21, 2026)

	MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE Nicole Butterfield, Chair
	FINANCE COMMITTEE Nikolina Gelmanovski, Chair
	YOUNG PROFESSIONALS PROGRAM Jose Nunez and Ivy Mininger, Co-chairs
	The Young Professionals Program hosted a series of roundtable discussions throughout the year, both virtually and in-person. These focused on the United Nations Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), encouraging dialogue on global issues and local impact.
	As Co-chairs, Jose and Ivy guided the program’s focus on engagement, service, and issue-based discussions;
	The YP program Increased member engagement through structured conversations that allowed participants to share perspectives and explore solutions to key challenges;
	Young Professionals were offered volunteer opportunities at major public outreach events, such as UN Day and Earth Day/Annual Meeting. Participation in these events strengthened community involvement and provided hands-on experience in service and event coordination;
	Outreach to local high schools, colleges, and community networks aim to expand membership and to increase program visibility;
	Ongoing efforts were made to identify and develop new leadership within the Young Professionals Program to ensure sustainability and growth;
	Procedures were put in place to have a consistent leadership transition process.
	Looking ahead, the Young Professionals Program is committed to building on this year’s momentum by expanding SDG-focused programming, increasing in-person engagement opportunities, and deepening its impact through service and partnerships.
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